
 

 

Knights with Heart - Each month AGS continues to focus on "A Heart Full of Love for God and..." with a 

specific theme at the end of the quote. February was "A Heart Full of Love for Helpers in our 

Community.” (Police/Firemen/Nurses/Doctors).  This month we had such an amazing response to our 

theme as our PTG was able to showcase so many of our community helpers during career day!  We are 

extremely grateful for all you do on a day-to-day basis and to take extra time out to share your career 

with us is a blessing.  We look forward to our themes throughout the rest of the year: March - Self, April 

- Friends, May - Mary. Each of those who we will honor helps us grow in faith, hope, and love.  

 
 

Lent - The Lenten season will begin March 2nd with Ash Wednesday.  Our school is preparing for 

this important Lenten journey and look forward to going to Mass to receive ashes. Look for our 

March calendar as we are also having weekly  Stations of the Cross. 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th 

grades will take turns reading the Stations. We look forward to attending weekly mass, praying, 

sacrificing, and reflecting as we prepare for the resurrection of our Lord. Also, canned and non-

perishable items will be collected during the Lenten season for the Ladies of Charity. Drop off 

boxes will be at the school office, Holy Family and gym doors.  
 

Second Grade -  Please keep in your prayers our second-grade class as they prepare to receive two holy 

sacraments, Reconciliation and First Communion, over the next three months. Each will become closer 

with God and strengthen their relationship to God and we are all with them on this journey.  

Pray and Play Group 

Our second Pray and Play Group open to all students in grades K-5 was a success. On Tuesday, February 9th students 

gathered in the Cafeteria, and began with inspirational prayer and teaching of the Rosary. 

There were depictions of the Mysteries of the Rosary and some wonderful picture books 

about our Blessed Mother to share with the group. Following the prayer and inspiration, 

students get to circulate through the play stations which include Hoola hoops, board games, 

and corn hole. We are excited to see this group grow and to offer service hours for our 

Middle School students who would like to help. 
 

 

2-22-22 - Sometimes a once in a lifetime, or one in anyone’s lifetime comes around. We 

were able to celebrate “Twosday” on February 2, 2022 in oh so 

many, too too cute ways!  Here are just a few: the primary wing 

wore tu tu’s, tube socks, and tie dye, 2nd grade did a jig at 

2:22 PM, they each received a pretzel in the shape of a two, 

4th grade received a twin popsicle, and so many teachers 

decorated and dressed up in special custom shirts for the day.  

This is one for the ages and we are  so grateful that we could 

be “to-gether”! 



 
Honor Roll— Congratulations to our second-quarter Honor Roll students.  The 

ceremony took place in the gymnasium directly following the Catholic School’s 

Week make up pep rally day. 

6A: High Honors:  Sophia Abdulmassih-Cayama, Eva Crofford, Dean Douglass, 

Joseph Fiedler, Andre Kolocouris, Dominic Mattarochia, Zachariah Sellman, 

Adelina Vattimo, Isabella Walsh, Wyatt Walsh, Brylie Welsh, Ava Ziemniak, and 

Julia Zottola. Honors:  Mario Thomas, Rebekah Roun, David Merlo, and Nico 

Domenico. 

6B: High Honors:  Leo Beadling, Eve Betten, Anna Cicchino, Maddie Debbis, 

Sadie Karashin, Lily Reilly, Simon Rohrdanz, Izzy Stuckeman, Lizzie Tokarczyk, 

and Annabelle Watson. Honors:  Gina Cicchino, Ethan Hankinson, Anthony 

Pilotta, Lucas Stragand, Emerson Witter, and Jeremy Ye. 

  

7A: High Honors: Lindsay Bressler, Ryan Bridge, Marco Buzzard, Aiden Curry, 

Christian Gill, Max Huet, Grant Karlik, Mark Martella, Alexander Smith, Natalie 

Turcios, Jack Turina, and Madelyn Wolsko. Honors: Maria DelFiandra, Owen 

Ireland, Jordan Jones, Jude Miller, Danica Nauman, Olivia Schmitt, and Lindsey 

Sperandeo. 

  
8A: High Honors: Vincent Arbster, Lindsey Bayer, John Cavicchia, Julia Davoli, 

Ava Domenico, Brayden Douglass, Lucy Einloth, Levi Gladu, Grant Kalich, Finn 

McGarvey, Owen Minzer, Michael Pigoni, Matthew Sawayda, Sarah Sellman, 

Gianna Vari, and Ava Williams. Honors: Brecklynn Logsdon. 
 

  

8B: High Honors:  Eve Amendola, Carter Cross, Nicholas Ewanco, Ella Hoffman, 

Jake Johnson, Alexis Kolocouris, Gavin Lugaila, Lidia Oldak, Leah Parker, Sophia Saginaw, Alexa Schmitt, Lydia 

Wegrzynowicz, and Christian Williams. Honors: Kailyn Lach, Marin Reinhardt, and Leo Shorthouse. 
 

 

2nd Grade Dioramas - Our second graders proudly 

displayed their completed Bible Dioramas for all to 

see.  Each student decided on a verse or story and 

created a visual story that they presented to their 

class.  Although this is a yearly project that the 

second graders and the whole school looks forward 

to, this year’s projects were outstanding in creativity, design, and diversity.  Congratulations to each of you on your 

amazing accomplishments.  

 

100 Days Smarter  - We did it!  We made it through the first 100 days and we are extremely proud of 

our school, teachers, and families for all they have done for ensuring in-classroom education for our 

students since September. Mrs. Thiry is so creative and in 3A, the students counted how many licks 

it took to get to the center of of a tootsie roll pop!  The goal was to uncover the entire tootsie roll in 

100 licks!  
 

Olympics Science Competition - Our middle school students may not have actually made it to the 

Olympic Games but it does not mean that they couldn’t compete for a medal.  Each day over the 

course of a week, students were given specific items such as pipe cleaners, washers, cups, rubber 

bands, and popsicles sticks. They were put into teams representing countries and competed. Each 

student participated in a bob sled, curling, a biathlon, and snowboarding competition and the winners 

received a medal on the podium! Such a wonderful STEM project.  Thank you Mrs. Ford. 



Terrific Teeth - February is dental health month and the preschool 

students have been learning how to take care of their teeth.  The 

preschool students had a special presentation today in honor of 

Dental Health month.  Dr. Kelly Lewis from Terrific Teeth 

Pediatric Dentistry on Silver Lane visited and talked with the 

students about the importance of keeping their teeth healthy.  The 

students heard a story, sorted food and drinks into healthy or 

unhealthy bins and practiced brushing and flossing on a stuffed 

dragon.  The students also received a new toothbrush to take 

home.  What a great learning experience!    

 

Spanish Projects – So much more than a lesion in a language is happening in Mrs. Kurzawski’s 

Spanish Class. 4th and 5th grades have done a research project on a Hispanic country. They 

created a picture showcasing thier flag, projects, local cuisine and more.  They are also designing 

food trucks that sell Hispanic Food. The middle school worked on an extensive research project 

which contained a map, flag, government, ethnic make up, food, culture, news and more. Thank 

you Mrs. Kurzawski for all you do to inspire our children.  

 

 

 

Catholic School’s Week -  We still can’t stop smiling when thinking about 

the fabulous week that our PTG and teachers had for us during the first 

week of February. From the special guest speakers on Career Day,  Family 

Feud, Kindness day, creating the huge human rainbow, the fieldtrips, the 

pep rally and spirit stick competition, the incredible field trips that each 

grade took.  Highlights included 8th grade winning the Spirt Stick 

Competition, Students winning Family Feud, the entire school gathering for 

a picture all together for the very first time, creating a rainbow of positivity, 

middle school skiing, K-3 singing “We Don’t Talk about Bruno”, and the 

many strikes bowled by 4th and 5th grades.   
 

Penny Wars - Even though Penny Wars was technically part of Catholic School’s Week it 

deserves a special highlight! Archangel Gabriel Catholic School brought back a fun 

tradition/competition for a purpose where individual classrooms compete to collect the 

most pennies. The results were overwhelming.  Classrooms strategized and brought 

their absolute best efforts to win the title of champion and an ice cream bar! Our 

Student Council voted that all of the money collected to be donated to the Children’s 

Hospital Foundation so we were thrilled when the donation buckets started to overflow. 

Our top two classrooms were 3A and 8B. The total collected was overwhelming at 

$3,555.50.  We truly can’t believe the outpouring from our students who literally 

emptied their piggy banks to contribute. We are proud of our AGS family and know that 

there is so much more to come!  

 

Show Us Your Wings Pep Squad 

Our pep squad is showing off their wings!  Each student was asked to make a unique feather to add 

to the angel wings displayed in our gymnasium.  Our pep squad is made up of first, second, and 

third graders who practice once a week during the school year to perform during select basketball 

games. They learn important team and life skills and we're proud to add a feather to the wings and 

pose in front of them. 



8th Grade Basketball and Cheerleader Recognition 

For each of our sports, we end the season with a ceremony recognizing our 8th graders before they go on to high 

school. We recently recognized Girls and Boys Varsity 8th Grade basketball teams and our 8th Grade Cheerleader 

and their parents for their 

dedication. Our eighth-grade 

classroom is the largest in the 

school and the team spirit shows. 

Nineteen of our eighth-grade 

basketball players and one 

phenomenal cheerleader will 

soon be graduating and we will 

have some big shoes to fill!  We 

are extremely proud of our students for the academic and athletic 

commitment they have made through the years and we wish them 

nothing but the absolute best. 

 

JV Girls Playoff Game Win– our JV Girls were victorious in an 

extremely competitive game vs. Holy Cross on Tuesday, February 

22nd. Congratulations on your win and on playing your hearts out.  It was a joy to see you each 

shine! 

 

4th Grade Champs - Congratulations to the AGS Knights, winners of the South Hills Catholic 

Academy Presidents Day basketball tournament! Way to go! 

 

JV Boys Basketball at RMU – We absolutely love when our students 

have an opportunity to go out and about in the community doing what 

they love. Our JV Boys Basketball team was invited by RMU to play at 

halftime on Thursday, February 17th. What an exciting opportunity for 

each of them. Thank you RMU, our coaches, and families for this 

experience.  

 

Calendar Party - Our annual Calendar Party is being held on April 3rd and right now we 

are asking that all families contribute to the homeroom donation request by March 4th.  

We are also selling tickets for a $500 cash raffle. Tickets are only $5 each. More 

information can be found our on website : https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/calendar-

party or by reaching out to the event chair Lindsay Mulvihill at WeberL@hotmail.com.  

 

State of the School Address: We recently posted our State of the School Address talking 

about the past, present and future of our school.  We encourage all of you to 

watch it if you have not and please reach out to Principal, Dr. Swiger with any 

questions. brad@srcespgh.org 

https://vimeo.com/675932653/eecdd1fa2e 

 

 



Open House - Saturday, February 5, 2022, many families braved the over-

night snowstorm to attend our once-a-year open house event. Over 45 

prospective families toured with a parent or middle school volunteers and 

many registered for next year. We were delighted to see the turnout and 

those interested in joining our AGS family as we are now accepting appli-

cations for 3-year-old preschool through grade eight for the 2022-2023 

school year.  It was great to have so many parents and middle school stu-

dents to help with tours, registration, and our uniforms, activities, and athletics stations in order to 

allow new families to learn about what we have to offer students and the community.  We are cur-

rently enrolling New Students PreK—Grade 8 for the 2022-2023 school year. If you have a family in mind, please 

share our information with them or have them reach out to Advancement Director Susan Kalich 

skalich@archangelgabrielpgh.org.  

Re-Enroll for the 2022-2023 School Year - If you have not gotten a chance to renew your enrollment for the 2022-

2023 school year please do so using this link: https://forms.gle/EQyRYenEkhVJztER8. As a reminder, tuition rates 

will be coming out soon and the $100 registration fee per family will be assessed in early March via FACTS if you 

have not yet turned in a check to the office. We also encourage all families to apply for financial aid through FACTS: 

https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. Please reach out to Advancement Director Susan Kalich 

skalich@archangelgabrielpgh.org with any questions.  

Thank you to all of those who have made submissions for our March 2022 issue of Knights News!   

If you would like to submit any news articles for upcoming issues of Knights News, please email them to 

Advancement Director, Susan Kalich skalich@archangelgabrielpgh.org by the 15th of the month. 


